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REACTION 

 
COP22 – GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION AGENDA  

 

The World Water Council’s hijacking  
of the official Water Action Day…  

 
 
 
9 November 2016, COP22: For the first time in the history of the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties 
(COP), a specific day was dedicated to water during COP22 as one of the Global Climate Action Agenda 
(GCAA) events: Water Action Day. This marks a major step forward for the water sector, whose intrinsic 
link with the climate is now widely acknowledged. It is also the result of a long-fought joint campaign 
by water sector stakeholders and strong leadership from the Moroccan and French governments. 
However, this milestone has been tainted by the World Water Council’s manoeuvrings to establish 
itself as the key non-state water and climate stakeholder, thereby undermining the collective effort… 

 
The organisation of Water Action Day taken over by the World Water Council  
 
Although the facilitators in charge of organising the Water Action Day events (Morocco’s Minister 
Delegate for Water, the International Network of Basin Organisations and the World Water Council) 
were appointed by the Climate Action Champions, the World Water Council worked to impose its own 
programme proposal and its own speakers while, of course, espousing its own organisational 
capacities. Thus, on a number of occasions during the morning session, we witnessed the World Water 
Council using the Water Showcases solely for self-promotion, including during the presentation of the 
#ClimateIsWater initiative, an international, multi-stakeholder campaign to increase visibility for water 
within climate-related discussions and negotiations. While the World Water Council acts as Secretariat 
for this initiative, its content and momentum is driven by all members of the #ClimateIsWater 
campaign. 
 
The World Water Council is seeking to appoint itself key non-state water and climate stakeholder  
 
At the end of this Water Action Day, the outcomes and recommendations from the event’s discussions 
were collated into a report for submission to the Climate Action Champions and presentation at the 
high level event on Accelerating Climate Action on 17 November. The so-called ‘final’ version of this 
report mentions setting up a multi-stakeholder discussion platform for the international water 
community to maintain the high profile of the water sector between the COP events and to organise 
future Water Action Days. It also states that this platform is to be coordinated by the World Water 
Council. While we welcome the creation of such a platform, we could not help but be surprised at the 
World Water Council’s appointment as coordinator as this was never addressed during the day’s 
discussions nor mentioned in the initial draft of the outcomes report. Furthermore, no agreement has 
yet been reached on this governance and discussions with a range of stakeholders are still taking place. 
Consequently, the Water Action Day outcomes report has still not been published (as at 25/11/2016, 



 

 
 

see here) as disagreements between the facilitators regarding this mention of the World Water Council 
remain unresolved. 
 
A shameful and highly damaging situation for our water cause  
 
As water sector NGOs, we are appalled by the World Water Council’s blatant attempts to monopolise 
the COP22 Water Action Day. Instead of representing its members and the organisations involved in 
the #ClimateIsWater campaign, the World Water Council has shown it is interested only in promoting 
itself. We were shocked by the World Water Council’s clear lack of regard for the collective action 
being taken, both for the COP and beyond, to ensure water systematically forms part of climate-related 
discussions. Moreover, we are dismayed by the fact that certain organisations seem intent on pursuing 
their own interests to the detriment of the general interest and our common cause.  
 
For this reason, Coalition Eau, a network of French water sector NGOs, has submitted a request to the 
Water Action Day facilitators, the Climate Action Champions and UNFCCC representatives to ensure 
that: 

- the reference to the World Water Council is removed from the Water Action Day outcomes 
report; 

- discussions on coordination of the international multi-stakeholder water and climate 
discussion platform and organisation of future Water Action Days are conducted in a 
transparent and inclusive manner.  

 
 

We will continue to work on this issue! 
 
Faced with this unacceptable situation, Coalition Eau will continue campaigning to ensure that, in the 
run-up to COP23: 

- a consensual and transparent governance body is put in place for the international multi-
stakeholder water and climate discussion platform, whose sole purpose is to act in the general 
interest of the water sector while taking into account all water stakeholders’ actions and 
campaigns; 

- all future Water Action Days are organised in a transparent manner and that NGOs/CSOs, 
particularly from the global South, are involved in preparing and delivering Water Action Day 
events from the very outset. 

 
Water must remain a shared concern! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coalition Eau is a network of French NGOs working to promote universal and sustainable access to safe drinking 

water and sanitation while preserving water resources. www.coalition-eau.org.  

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/10038.php
http://www.coalition-eau.org/

