
 

 
 
 

Water Dialogues for Results Bonn 2021 
Accelerating cross-sectoral SDG 6 implementation 

Water flows across borders and sectors and thus 

plays a central role for the fulfillment of our global 

agendas from Paris to Sendai. Water is essential to 

eradicate poverty and hunger, combat inequalities 

within and among countries and builds resilient and 

peaceful societies. In 2018, the UN committed to 

focus on water for a decade, as we are not on track 

to reach SDG 6 until 2030. The insufficient progress is 

particularly concerning given the highly cross-

sectoral nature of SDG 6.  

 

Under the slogan “Water Dialogues for Results Bonn 

2021: Accelerating cross-sectoral SDG 6 

implementation”, the German Federal Ministry for 

the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety (BMU), on behalf of the German Federal 

Government, initiated a dialogue series together 

with other UN Member States, participants from 

Major Groups and international organisations, who 

formed a steering committee. The dialogue is an 

effort to turn the tide on cross-sectoral 

implementation of water-related Goals and targets 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

The dialogue took place between February and June 

2021. It consisted an inclusive process in which the 

steering committee and other partners jointly 

developed policy recommendations based on the  

UN-Water Global Acceleration Framework. The 

recommendations were informed by regional 

dialogue events in the regions Europe, Asia and the 

Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean and Africa. 

Moreover, the recommendations were enriched from 

a technical perspective through six different Expert 

Roundtables, in which more than 60 experts came 

together to discuss SDG 6 acceleration for the topics 

financing, data, capacity development, innovation, 

governance and science.  

The policy recommendations will feed into the 2023 

UN Conference on the Mid-Term Review of the 

International Decade for Action “Water for 

Sustainable Development” 2018-2028. The 2023 

conference is only the second water conference in the 

history of the UN – after the Mar del Plata Conference 

in 1977 – thus provides a unique opportunity to 

change the course in international commitments to 

achieve SDG 6.  

 

The Water Dialogues initiative calls upon 

governments to support the policy recommendations 

as an important input into the preparatory process 

for the 2023 UN Water Decade Conference. The 

Water Dialogues culminate in a virtual High-level 

Conference on 1 July 2021 in Bonn, which has been 

officially recognized as a part of the preparatory 

process.   

 

Overview of Water Dialogues for Results process 

 

 

 

 

 

All UN Member States, as well as the countries and institutions involved in the steering committee, are invited 

to the conference. Apart from extensive participation of UN member states, the conference will be broadcasted 

to the public via a livestream (on www.waterdialogues4results.org). 


