
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Findings: 
 

• Water resources management (WRM) and 
WASH experts (both at policy level and 
implementation level) work in silos and 
barely meet each other. Specialisation is 
not necessarily a problem, but in absence 
of effective coordination it is likely to result 
in inefficiencies.  

• Effective WRM – WASH governance 
requires adequate institutional capacity and 
political prioritisation of IWRM in partner 
countries. According to policy evaluations 
and the practitioners we spoke with, this 
remains a challenge. While integrated water 
resources management has found its way 
to plans and policies in partner countries, 
operationalisation is often not part of the 
political priorities in partner countries.  

• Integrated water recourses management 
often remains abstract. Drinking water and 
sanitation are concrete and achievements 
can be measured relatively easily (e.g. 
number of people with access to safe 
drinking water), but integrated water 
resources management tends to be difficult 
to grasp for practitioners.  

• Although, SDG 6 clearly focuses on both 
WASH, broader water management and 
governance, discussions in the Dutch 
Water Sector about SDG 6, often focus on 
WASH.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JOIN US TO MEET THE 

TARGET OF UNIVERSAL 

ACCESS TO WASH BY 2030 
 
 

Wetlands International is part of the Watershed 
empowering citizens programme, a strategic 
partnership between the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, IRC, Simavi, Wetlands International and 
Akvo. Watershed aims at delivering improvements in 
the governance and management of water, sanitation 
and hygiene services as well as of the water 
resources on which they draw. Watershed is 
implemented in Kenya, Uganda, Mali, Ghana, 
Bangladesh and India. 
 
Over the past year, Wetlands International conducted a study to identify 
priority actions for stronger alignment of Dutch funded water management 
and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) activities abroad. In this 
document we present the key findings and recommended priority actions. 
We would like to thank all key informants from the Dutch government and 
civil society organisations in the Netherlands and abroad that shared their 
valuable insights with us.  
The challenge for governments and civil society organisations is to deliver 
water security in an increasingly insecure world. This is not an easy task, 
but we do believe it is possible if we work together and if we stand on 
each other’s shoulders. 

  
 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Key Takeaways: 
 

1 

There are clear linkages between IWRM and WASH that 
need to be highlighted. Yet, encouraging linkages does not 
mean that CSOs implementing WASH services need to be 
fully capacitated in IWRM. Experts implementing WASH 
services are not responsible for IWRM in the region.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
Despite good intentions regarding coordinated efforts to align water 
management and WASH projects, too little alignment takes place in practice. 
Water management projects, such as irrigation and drainage projects, tend to 
focus on their key stakeholders, such as farmers and other entrepreneurs. 
WASH projects tend to focus on their key stakeholders, such as users of 
drinking water.  
Water management and WASH are intertwined: faecal sludge from latrines 
may pollute water sources for other users and groundwater extraction for 
irrigation may impact drinking water availability. Just to mention two 
examples. Climate change-induced changes in rainfall and evaporation 
patterns increase the stress on water resources even further in many parts of 
the world. So, integrated approaches aiming at long-term, resilient water 
services are crucial to achieve SDG 6.  
 

 
 
Position: 
 
From the study mentioned above, the work done over the past years in the 
various work packages and dialogue with international partners as well as the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, our position on alignment of IWRM and WASH is 
that, whereas alignment in policies and implementation is still in its infancy, 
within some of the programmes of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs a first 
indication of awareness of the linkages can be seen. An example of this is 
the current development of new water programmes in Mali, in which 
consideration is given to a broader regional perspective, and in which the 
linkages between IWRM and WASH are kept in view.  
Another example is the Blue Deal, in which IWRM and WASH/urban water 
supply are considered in synergy in some cases, and in which much more 
potential exists to propagate this alignment. This is also why we are in 
dialogue with the Blue Deal about this potential.  
  

 

WATERSHED PARTNERS  
 

IRC  
IRC is a think-and-do tank. Our approach is 

different, and it is transformational. It involves 

everyone, in every part of the process, thinking 

and acting in new ways to find long-term 

solutions to the global crisis in water, sanitation 

and hygiene services. www.ircwash.org 

 

Simavi  
Simavi realises structural improvement to the health 

conditions of people in marginalised communities in 

Africa and Asia since 1925. Simavi invests in Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and in Sexual and 

Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) because 

these basic services are vital for people to be able to 

lead a healthy life, build a better existence and find a 

way out of poverty. www.simavi.org 

 

Wetlands International  
Wetlands International safeguards and restores 

wetlands for people and nature. We believe that this 

is urgent and vital for water security, biodiversity, 

climate regulations, sustainable development and 

human health. Wetlands International is a global 

not-for-profit network of 16 independent offices 

around the world. We bring together knowledge, 

policy and practice with a wide range of public and 

private partners. www.wetlands.org 

 

Akvo  
Akvo creates open source, internet and mobile 

software and sensors. It works with those that 

improve infrastructure and services, for 

disadvantaged populations. Akvo encourages and 

enables organisations to capture useful data in 

better ways, and provides training to improve skills  
in gathering, mapping and visualising data over time. 

Akvo helps partners integrate and analyse their data 

with our sources, to improve understanding of 

complex situations. www.akvo.org 

 

 

“We seek greater impact 

by turning this effort into a 

movement for change in 

WASH practice. Join us!”

  

1 There is a need to understand where WASH 

(drinking water) is under threat due to problematic 
water resource management, or where water for a 
WASH scheme is coming from. (Where SDG 6.1 is 
under threat from problematic 6.4 and 6.5). 

2 There is a need to understand where and how 

problematic WASH (sanitation) is a threat to other 
water resources and ecosystems, or how and where 
the disposal of faecal sludge/wastewater effluent takes 
place and how these affect ecosystems/aquifers/water 
bodies. (Where SDG 6.2 is a threat to SDG 6.3 and 
6.5). 



 
  

 

 

 

 

Linkages: 
 
 
The linkages between IWRM and WASH are also visualized in the 
illustration below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

Conclusions:  
 

  
Essentially, for the objectives of the Watershed 
programme, “improved WASH governance”1, these 
two key takeaways above are sufficient to inform 
actors at implementation level of the linkages 
between IWRM and WASH. In fact, the takeaways 
are also sufficiently “guiding” to allow policy makers 
to take into account the linkages.   
 
All future capacity building and training activities 
related to IWRM and WASH within Watershed are 
proposed to be based on the premises and position 
summarised above. A webinar was held on 17 
March to further elaborate on this position and to 
illustrate the position using some case studies. 

 
1 INCEPTION REPORT For lobby and advocacy for 
improved WASH governance in The Netherlands, 
September 2, 2016. 



 


