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With the latest round of NDCs finalized and submitted, Parties must now take decisive action to meet 

their enhanced commitments under the Paris Agreement. This action is urgently needed to take 

advantage of the rapidly closing window of opportunity to achieve the Agreement’s temperature goal and 

prepare for escalating climate impacts. To this end, the COP26 Water & Climate Pavilion will curate a 

series of events demonstrating the numerous ways that water is enabling transformative climate action – 

at all levels. The Covid-19 crisis further illuminates the importance of integrated climate, water, and 

development solutions as we confront the triple challenge of ensuring healthy people, decent livelihoods, 

and a healthy planet. For this reason, COP26 arrives at an opportune moment to showcase a wide range 

of implementable and innovative climate solutions from around the world designed to help Parties 

successfully reach their climate ambitions while ensuring access to safe, clean, and reliable water for 

people and ecosystems. The Water & Climate Pavilion is a collaborative effort led by a steering 

committee comprising AGWA, CDP, GWP, IUCN, and SIWI and is supported by 20+ core partners, both 

governmental and civil society. 

 

WHY SHOULD YOU HOST YOUR EVENT AT THE WATER & CLIMATE PAVILION? 

 

By participating in the Water & Climate Pavilion, you will have the opportunity to:  

 

• Engage with Party delegations, government representatives, private sector innovators, cities and 
Mayors, and financiers attending the COP; 

• Engage with Climate leaders in mitigation and adaptation from various sectors to add your voice 
and play a part in their implementation plans for climate action;  

• Learn about innovative climate solutions from around the world and interface your initiatives and 
ideas with them;  

• Network and amplify your stories of climate and water success in the bid to build back better and 
create a resilient future for all; 

• Help build a coalition of stakeholders working to improve climate resilience through water that will 
carry forward the momentum to COP27, the 2023 Global Stocktake, and beyond. 

 

KEY OBJECTIVES  

 

1. Open and cultivate a space where participants can learn from and dialogue with Parties and 

other national climate decision makers about what they need from the water community to help 

improve their climate commitments and implementation. 

2. Demonstrate water’s enabling role in climate solutions, initiatives, campaigns, and networks 

across multiple themes including but not limited to: finance, nature-based solutions, agriculture 

and food systems, energy, infrastructure, urban planning, industry, water, sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH), and water resource management. Prioritize promoting locally-led, gender inclusive, and 

context-appropriate actions already completed, underway or in the planning stages. 

3. Articulate the adaptation needs and mitigation opportunities of the water-sanitation sector in a 

way that speaks not only for the water community but for all sectors and climate stakeholders. 

4. Provide a convening space for various different stakeholder groups to meet and strategize toward 

the 2023 Global Stocktake of the Paris Agreement. 

 

 



VISION & BRANDING 

 

The majority of climate mitigation and adaptation solutions - such as green hydrogen, bioenergy 

production, landscape restoration initiatives, or using nature to protect communities and the built 

environment from floods and droughts - have strong links to water management. Therefore, the Water 

Pavilion should be a space of open dialogue aimed at collective improvement and enhancement of 

climate action in all sectors. We envision the Water & Climate Pavilion as a convening space for direct 

engagement between water community members and Party and non-Party stakeholders from sectors 

such as energy, agriculture and industry, as well as other Marrakech Partnership thematic groups such 

as oceans and coastal zones, land use, and human settlements. To this end, all event organizers will be 

asked to proactively engage voices and ideas from outside the water management or water and 

sanitation sectors.  

 

Programming at the Water & Climate Pavilion will target government representatives, intergovernmental/ 

multilateral representatives, civil society, and private sector stakeholders. We are also committed to 

using this space to amplify solutions from the global south, indigenous and local communities and youth. 

The possibility of holding a partially or fully virtual Pavilion offers the opportunity to engage with a wider 

range of participants and audiences across many time zones. To this end, we are exploring the option of 

connecting the Pavilion in Glasgow to various satellite “hubs” around the world to enable virtual events 

spanning multiple time zones and regional contexts. 

 

KEY THEMES 

 

The Water & Climate Pavilion will be broadly organized around the official themes of the UNFCCC, COP 

Presidency, and the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action, including alignment with the 

themes of the 2021 Climate Action Pathway for Water. These themes include: 

 

Energy 

Finance 

Nature 

Food and agriculture 

Adaptation and Resilience 

Youth engagement 

Climate-resilient water and sanitation 

Disaster Risk Reduction 

Industry 

Transport 

Cities and Infrastructure 

Collaboration/international cooperation 

 

TYPES OF EVENTS 

High-level dialogues 

Expert/practitioner/innovator panel discussions 

Information sharing dialogues and presentations 

Bilateral side meetings (in-person only) 

Capacity-building and strategy workshops 

Storytelling/spotlight/showcase events 

Networking events, including events for students and young professionals 

https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/reporting-and-tracking/climate_action_pathways


GUIDELINES FOR ALL EVENTS 

 

The steering committee will review all event proposals to ensure that the overall programme is consistent 

with the objectives and vision outlined above. All event proposals must meet the following criteria to be 

considered for inclusion at the COP26 Water & Climate Pavilion.  

 

1. All events must demonstrate a clear climate rationale. The Water & Climate Pavilion is 

intended to be about action and opportunity, not general campaigning or awareness raising. How 

is your company, network or organization contributing to climate change mitigation and/or 

adaptation? We want your tangible solutions!  

2. All dialogues, panel discussions and workshops are encouraged to include at least one 

other sectoral representative. In line with Pavilion vision, we wish to cultivate a space that does 

not simply “preach to the choir” and perpetuate silos. The steering committee will prioritize events 

that are inclusive, so please consider including representatives from other sectors to encourage 

learning and cross-fertilization of ideas.  

3. All events with speakers or panelists should consider gender balance and inclusion of 

diverse voices - in particular voices from the global south, indigenous communities and 

youth. Given that there will be a strong virtual component there is no excuse to not feature a 

wide range of dynamic speakers from throughout your networks.  

 

ROLE OF EVENT ORGANIZERS 

 

Event organizers are responsible for developing the content, marketing and outreach, and ensuring that 

their event meets the guidelines set forth in this document, as well as the overall vision of the Water & 

Climate Pavilion. Logistical and technical support will be provided via a unified Pavilion platform (virtual 

and/or in-person); however, organizers will lead the running and execution of their events.  

 

KEY DATES (preliminary and subject to change) 

 

21 June: The application portal for pavilions expected to open 

23 June & 28 June: Informational call on Water & Climate Pavilion for all interested stakeholders 

July: Submission of Pavilion application; Application process for event organizers launched 

Throughout July: Further programme design by Pavilion partners and selection of virtual platform, 

external services 

End of July/Early August: Notification of decision on Pavilion expected, including format, location, etc 

15 August: Due date for event proposals 

August through October: Event applications processed by Steering Committee; Pavilion programme 

developed by Steering Committee and Core Partners of the Pavilion; Communications and marketing 

campaign launched to promote the Pavilion 

31 October - 12 November: COP26 Glasgow 

 


