
 
 

1 
 

UN 2023 Water Conference, 22-24 March, New York 

Uniting the world for Water! 

Version: 29 June 2022 

For the first time in almost five decades this UN Water Conference will be held and will be the 
momentum for water action.  We need to work all together to make this conference a watershed 
moment and unite the world for water.  We need you to make this happen! How? By reaching out to 
you and your networks and partners and get as many people involved in the conference.  

This note on the 2023 UN Water Conference, that is elaborated jointly by The Kingdom of the 
Netherlands and Republic of Tajikistan as co-hosts of the conference, aims to provide all its partner 
organizations and other interested stakeholders with the background, the goals and the Conference’s 
objectives. It also elaborates on the way partners and stakeholders can engage in the Conference and 
contribute to its objectives. 

The note includes various links for further reading on background and practical details on the 
Conference and stakeholders’ engagement. Kindly refer to those links or if you have any further 
questions than please reach out to the GoNL 2023 team  UN2023Waterconference@minbuza.nl       

 

The UN 2023 Water Conference 

In March 2023 the world will come together during the UN 2023 Water Conference.  The Conference is 
convened by the UN General Assembly and will be implemented by UNDESA and UN Water that 
serves as the secretariat. The Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of Tajikistan, co-hosts of 
the Conference, are committed to make the Conference a watershed moment that brings 
stakeholders from all sectors together and creates global momentum for accelerated implementation 
and improved impact to advance the broad challenges surrounding water.   

The UN modality resolution and the Conference’s vision statement  which define the principles of 
inclusiveness, action-oriented and cross-sectoral,  guide the conference and its preparatory process. 
These principals are also reflected in the following principles, or ambitions of the Conference: 

• Inclusive: Ensure empowerment of those who are usually underrepresented in decision making in 
the water sector such as youth, women, indigenous and other grassroot groups.  

• Action-Oriented: Assess the progress towards Water Action Decade, including the 2030 SDG 
water goals and stress a sense of urgency and momentum to ensure that member states, 
international organisations, civil society and the private sector make clear and actionable 
commitments to achieving these goals. 

• Cross-sectoral: Raise awareness in other sectors on how the water is cross-cutting to achieving 
other 2030 goals, and how those sectors can transform to deliver on the water goals for example 
by reducing water consumption and pollution.  

mailto:UN2023Waterconference@minbuza.nl
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/381/39/PDF/N2038139.pdf?OpenElement
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Vision_Statement_UN2023_Water_Conference.pdf
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The Water Action Agenda: time to deliver 

As the main outcome of the UN 2023 Water Conference, the UN 2023 Water Conference partners have 
launched the  Water Action Agenda Water Action Agenda  (WAA)  in which stakeholders can 
voluntarily indicate “commitments for action” to further strengthen the global water agenda. The co-
hosts, who initiated the WAA, encourage member states and other stakeholders across all sectors, 
industries, and interests to unify and to provide their voluntary commitments during the preparatory 
process towards the 2023 UN Water Conference. In October/November 2022 there will be a 
stocktaking of the commitments provided so far. 

Engaging stakeholders in the UN 2023 Water Conference 

As referred to in the vision statement, the conference can only be successful when all stakeholders 
with interest in and impact on water can actively participate and contribute to the process. The co-
hosts, the Netherlands and Tajikistan, emphasize on the need to giving voice to all stakeholders, in 
and beyond the water sector, so that they can meaningfully contribute and take part in determining 
and developing the process and the content of the Conference and its objectives. It’s our ambition 
that no one is left behind. 

Inclusive, multi-stakeholder participation is required to share lessons and experiences from 
partnerships at all levels and across the globe, to build alliances and to jointly indicate their voluntary 
commitments for the Water Action Agenda.  

UNDESA prepared a stakeholder engagement plan that identifies options for engagement. This plan 
emphasises on an inclusive process towards and at the Conference itself and aims to achieve inclusive 
results (leaving no one behind). The preparatory process includes a number of formal and informal 
stepping stone events that are featured in the UN 2023 Water Conference Road Map  UN-Website 1 

 
Opportunities for engagement in the preparatory process 

UNDESA’s stakeholder engagement plan identifies the following options for engagement: 

1. Raise awareness and share information about the Conference and its preparatory process. 
Stakeholders can be informed through the below mentioned sources. At the same time, partners 
and stakeholders are asked to help spread the word within their respective networks through 
their own communication channels.  

 
Information on stakeholder engagement  

• There is a dedicated webpage on stakeholder engagement on the Conference website 
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders 

 
• And information will be made available on a regular basis through an existing dedicated water information e-

mail list (available https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders2) and dedicated “Information 
Newsletters”, 

 
• UNDESA and partners will organize periodic informational virtual briefings and seminars for stakeholders, 

conducing regular outreach through UN DESA’s and partners’ social medial channels3.  
 

• Stakeholders are encouraged to support to the awareness and outreach activities through their existing 
communication platforms and activities such as through their websites, regular newsletters, other established 
communication mechanisms with their respective members or partners, their regular social media activities 
and the organization of briefings and webinars. 

 
• Mobilization of “Champions”, celebrities/ influencers to raise awareness about the Conference and on specific 

topics is also encouraged.  
 

 
1 The Road Map is not exhaustive as some, smaller and larger, events are not included yet.  
2 The email list will be open for additional subscriptions and will be a key tool for the Secretariat to collect information about 
entities that are interested in the Conference.  
 

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/water-action-agenda
https://wateractiondecade.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Road-map-to-Mid-Term-Review-of-the-UN-Water-Action-Decade_5Mar-2021.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
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2. Reach out to stakeholders to meaningfully engage in, and contribute to, the preparatory 
process and the conference itself.  Stakeholders are encouraged to: 

• participate and contribute to online consultations, regional reviews 
https://www.unwater.org/regional-preparatory-meetings-for-un-2023-water-
conference and thematic fora.  

• reach out to organisations outside the water sector and with a strong link to water and to 
mobilize and support participation by specific target groups such as youth, women, 
indigenous and other grassroot groups.  

• Promote the ‘‘Water Action Agenda” and call for new and voluntary water-related 
commitments by all stakeholders. 

 

The Conference website includes relevant information on Stakeholder Engagement | Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (un.org) . More details on concrete options for engagement in the 
preparatory process are summarized in the table in annex1.   
 

Options for participation during the Water Conference (22- 24 March 2023)    

According to resolution 75/212 the Conference will include six plenary meetings and five interactive 
dialogues4.  The hosts will also decide on the topics for another five special events that will be held in 
parallel to the plenary sessions. The interactive dialogues and special events will be organized with 
selected stakeholders who will be invited to support in the preparation and implementation of these 
events. In addition, all stakeholders are invited to organize side events. Accredited organisations can 
put in requests for sessions through the UNDESA’s website. 

Special Accreditation:  It’s important that all interested stakeholders are aware of the accreditation 
process. Interested stakeholders are requested to timely register and to help in spreading the word 
on the accreditation process wide and repeatedly. The accreditation process is open until July 15.  
Please see Application for Special Accreditation to the UN 2023 Water Conference (3 May 2022 - 15 
July 2022). 

How to contribute to the Water Action Agenda? 

The Conference’ hosts encourage stakeholders to submit commitments that focus on concrete and 
transformative actions that can make a significant contribution to accelerate achievement of the 
water goals. Hereto they encourage all stakeholders to use the steppingstone events and any other 
opportunities to build coalitions and to prepare joint commitments. Commitments to be included in 
the Water Action Agenda can be registered through this link https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-
networks/water 
 
 

More information?  
 

In case of any questions pls contact the GoNL 2023 Stakeholder Engagement team 
  

UN2023Waterconference@minbuza.nl 
 
 

  

 
4 The topics of the 5 dialogues will be unofficially known by the end of July but will be formally endorsed by the President of 
the General Assembly (PGA) in November 2022.     

https://www.unwater.org/regional-preparatory-meetings-for-un-2023-water-conference
https://www.unwater.org/regional-preparatory-meetings-for-un-2023-water-conference
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023/stakeholders
https://indico.un.org/event/1001019/
https://indico.un.org/event/1001019/
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
mailto:UN2023Waterconference@minbuza.nl
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ANNEX 1. Options for stakeholders’ engagement in the UN 2023 Water Conference  

Options for stakeholder engagement in the preparator process. 
The preparatory process includes a number of formal and informal stepping stone events that are 
presented in the UN 2023 Water Conference Road Map UN-Website. The co-hosts will be present at 
these events to update stakeholders and gather input and momentum for the Conference in 2023.   
The proposed engagement plan identifies for each of the two main areas of involvement, the 
following subcategories of activities for stakeholder involvement. 
 

Creating space and providing opportunities for stakeholder engagement 
Online consultations   A (first) on-line stakeholder consultation on priority themes for the interactive dialogues 

has taken place. This call  
was open between February 10 and March 10. The report on the results is available here. 
More information on global online consultation by UNDESA is 
available bit.ly/WaterEConsultation2022info. 

Regional reviews by UN-
ESCAP, UNECA  

The regional reviews may include physical and online events such as regional dialogues, 
online consultations and others. Stakeholders can contribute to the regional reviews by 
mobilizing their regional networks or by providing content inputs on challenges and 
solutions at scale and applicable in the region. See this link for information on the regional 
reviews https://www.unwater.org/regional-preparatory-meetings-for-un-2023-water-
conference/ 

Thematic Fora  To be organized with the purpose to addressing water challenges in adjacent sectors such 
as climate change, food security and health, and to spur collective action. Stakeholders 
could (co-)organize such fora by using existing platforms such as at the steppingstone 
events, stakeholders can also contribute by preparing content inputs and or by 
encouraging participation of their respective (non-water) networks.  

Connecting to non-
water sector 
organizations and 
mobilizing specific 
target groups  

Stakeholders can engage by mobilizing specific target groups (youth, indigenous people, 
women- and grassroot groups), helping their voice to be heard in the 2023 process. These 
stakeholders could play an important role in the organization of the regional reviews, the 
thematic consultations and or the thematic fora to make those opportunities for 
engagement truly inclusive. It also requires stakeholders to support these target groups to 
strengthen their joint advocacy capacities ensuring their messages are considered.  

Promoting the ‘‘Water 
Action Agenda” a call for 
new and voluntary 
water-related 
commitments by all 
stakeholders including 
through social media 
channels.  

Promoting and facilitating the adoption of concrete water-related commitments that feed 
into the Water Action Agenda to accelerate change through stakeholders’ existing 
platforms and or planned events.  
 
Stakeholders are expected to mobilise their networks and to work towards joint 
commitments that set clear targets for better valuing, managing and using water 
resources to accelerate achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda goals. 
 
Based on the set-up of the Water Action Agenda, member states and other stakeholders can 
provide their voluntary commitments from June 2022 until the 2023 UN Water Conference 
by registering using the link on this page   https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-
networks/water 

During the preparatory 
meetings in Dushanbe 
(June 2022) and the 
Conference (March 
2023)5 

Organisation of side events. Accredited organisations can submit requests for sessions. 
Participation in sessions: accredited organisations may designate representatives to 
attend public meetings of the Conference and the Main Committee as observers. 
Speaking slots during the preparatory meeting, observers may make oral statements on 
questions in which they have special competence.  
Speaking slots during Conference interactive dialogues – A number of interventions 
from stakeholders are likely to be planned for interactive debates. UNDESA will set up a 
dedicated process to identify and select speakers. 
Submission of written statements: A process shall be set up to compile written 
statements from non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders.  

 

 
 

https://wateractiondecade.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Road-map-to-Mid-Term-Review-of-the-UN-Water-Action-Decade_5Mar-2021.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/FINAL%20UN%202023%20Water%20Conference%20Stakeholder%20Online%20Consultation%20report%20%281%29.pdf
http://bit.ly/WaterEConsultation2022info
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water

